Bang! Science Magazine: Magazine Writers

Magazine writers are not required to submit an application form. Instead, we ask that you send us roughly 100-word abstracts for each article idea you have. The editors will review the abstracts and commission those that they feel both individually and collectively contribute to the issue.

Below are a few examples of how you might present your idea for an article (note that you do not need a title). Please send your abstracts to editor@bangscience.org by Friday of 6th Week, 22nd February. 
Example abstracts for Bang!
1. Strictly Come Dancing
Judson Laipally, the YouTube sensation that brought the world The Evolution of Dance, showed us the incredible and hilarious variation in dancing over the decades. However, beyond humans, with our cult routines and cheesy Park End dance floors, dance plays a much larger, much more amazing role in the lives of many animals. From elaborate courtships, 'anniversary' dances and the infamous waggle dance of the honey bee, I would introduce the animal kingdom's very own Strictly and show the much bigger picture such behaviours can play.
2. Unconscious Decisions
The interlinking concepts of the self and free will have been the subject of philosophical debate for centuries. It seems that the advent of neuroscience promises a revolution in the way in which these ideas are understood. Recent experiments showing that neural responses considerably precede intention to perform an action seem hard to reconcile with traditional understandings of free will. Studies of brain-damaged patients similarly undermine intuitive feelings about identity and agency. What exactly do such findings reveal about the nature of human thought and action? And should we really be as surprised by them as we are?
3. A Nobel Endeavour
In Copenhagen, April 1940, the Hungarian scientist George de Hevesy performed one of the most interesting chemical experiments of the war. As the German army occupied Denmark and soldiers marched through the streets of the capital, de Hevesy was busy in the lab hiding two contraband items: the Nobel Prizes of German scientists Max von Laue and James Franck. The medals had been smuggled from Germany in 1933 to prevent them from falling into Nazi hands, but it was only a matter of time before the lab was searched and the medals forcibly removed. After ruling out other options, de Hevesy had decided the best place to hide the medals was in solution – by dissolving them in a mixture of acids called Aqua Regia. It is in this way that the medals survived and were eventually returned to their owners at the end of WWII.
